HISTORY OF CHANCELLORS AND CLERK & MASTERS

CHANCERY COURT OF HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

ELEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

	Names and Dates in RED are not Confirmed.

	CHANCELLOR — PART 1
	CLERK & MASTER
	CHANCELLOR — PART 2

	Hamilton County was established October 25, 1819

	Thomas L. Williams

	
	No Part 2

	18__ – 18__  T. Nixon VanDyke
	
	

	18__ – 18__ Albert G. Welcker

	
	

	1870 – 1875  David McKindrie Key
	02/11/1874 J. A. Caldwell
	

	1875 – 1886  Wm. McDermott Bradford

	
	

	1886 – 1891  Summerfield Axley Key

	
	

	1880 – 1882  Lewis Shepherd (Special Chancellor during illness of S. A. Key)

	
	

	1891–1915  T. M. McConnell
	1891–1902  J. B. Ragon
	

	
	1902–1948  Sam Erwin
	

	1915–1934  W.B. Garvin
	
	

	1934–1944  J. Lon Foust
	
	

	1944–1947  Peabody Howard
	
	

	1947–1953  Alvin Ziegler
	
	

	
	1948–1951  Elsie H. Bridgers
	

	
	1951–1952  Cranston B. Pearce
	

	
	1952–1970  Carl Baker
	

	1953–1963  J. Clifford Curry
	
	

	1963–1974  Ray L. Brock, Jr.
	
	1955–1970  M. B. Finkelstein

	
	1970–1975  Robert W. Summar
	

	1974–1984  Wilkes T. Thrasher, Jr.
	
	1970–1978  Herschel P. Franks

	
	1975–1978  Howell N. Peoples
	

	
	1978–1986  Robert W. Summar
	1978–2010  Howell N. Peoples

	1984–1998  R. Vann Owens
	
	

	
	1986–1996  Ronald W. Durby
	

	
	1996–2014  S. Lee Akers
	

	1998–2014  W. Frank Brown, III
	
	

	
	
	2010–2014 Jeffrey M. Atherton

	
	
	


� Was Williams Hamilton County’s first Chancellor?


� Not sure if Welcker is correct.


� Bradford at some point may have been a Circuit Judge as well.


� Died June 14, 1890.


� Sheppard’s dates don’t fall in line properly. He supposedly served for awhile during Key’s illness.  He may have served previously as a Chancellor and then filled in for Key when Key was ill.
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