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	Disposal of Bodily Remains 


	It is important to make a pre-mortem election for disposal of remains, making wishes as to remains known to loved ones, and authorizing or directing a trusted loved one to carry out such wishes.



	When Decedent makes no pre-mortem election for disposal method of his remains, legal right to direct the remains disposal descends in order of priority to Decedent’s:
	( spouse

	
	( adult children

	
	( parents

	
	( adult siblings

	
	( adult grandchildren

	
	( grandparents

	
	( an adult who has exhibited special care and concern for Decedent

	Example: the right of a surviving parent (who would be 3rd in priority), absent an election of Decedent to the contrary, will control over the wishes of a fiancée or minor child, to whom priority would never descend.












� Seals v. H & F, Inc., 301 S.W.3d 237 (Tenn. 2010).
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